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SATURDAY, MAY 15 AND SUNDAY, MAY 16, 10AM TO 4PM
Preparations for the 32nd Spring Plant Sale are well underway. This will be the Arboretum’s largest
fund-raiser, with proceeds providing maintainance and property improvements. The sale provides an
opportunity for you to help the Arboretum and acquire beautiful and unusual plants, shrubs, and
trees for your gardens. Admission and parking are free.

For early May, the OId Farmer’s Almanac predicts warm and sunny weather, then turning
cooler and showers. Regardless of weather, the sale will go on as scheduled: Saturday, May 1S, and
Sunday, May 16 from 10 am to 4 pm. No sales will be made before these dates except for the mem-
bers-only “Pick of the Pots” Preview Party, which is our way of saying “thank you” to all who support
the Landis Arboretum through membership. Call 518-875-6935 for information.

About the Plants

The Spring Plant Sale fast approaches,
promising to be one of the best yet! With more
than 6,000 plants available, from a featured
selection of oaks and conifers to a wide variety of
interesting and unusual trees, shrubs, and peren-
nials, no one will have to go home unsatisfied.
And, as always, there will be a wide selection of
books, baked goods, and a quilt raffle. Plant
experts will be available to answer questions and
to provide suggestions and advice on plant selec-
tion, site requirements, and proper planting and

care techniques.

This year’s main feature plants, oaks and
conifers, have been a challenge for the plant pro-
curement committee, but we think you will agree,
very worthwhile. We searched the continent look-
ing for some great offerings and we believe you
will be excited about owning some of these great
trees. All were selected for hardiness and adapt-
ability and are offered in sizes from three-gallon

¥ container-grown to larger balled and burlapped

specimens. They are priced from $21.50 through
the $300 range.

Before you purchase any oak, view a
mature specimen in the Arboretum’s collection.
Landis has the most complete oak collection in
New York State and one of the best in the entire
country. Species in the Landis collection include
sawtooth, white, red, swamp white, scarlet, shin-
gle, bur, blackjack, Mongolian, pin, durmast,
chinkapin, chestnut, English, golden English,

—continued on page 2.

—Dick Clowe, Plant Sale Chairman

About the Sale

Plant Donations
If you are donating plants for the sale, make sure
they are “sale ready” and clearly labeled, as there is

not time for volunteers to repot or groom and
label plants.

Plant Consignments

If you are providing plants on consignment, iden-
tify plants as to source and bring them
Wednesday or Thursday before the sale. Also pro-
vide a complete list of items: quantities, common
name, species, and base price. Arboretum volun-
teers will establish the selling price and mark
plants accordingly.

In addition to donations and consignments,
the Arboretum grows some plants for the sale.
Many more are purchased from plant growers.
For the description of featured plants, shrubs, and
trees, see left.

Facilities

* Ample parking, restrooms and picnic tables are
available for your convenience. Handicapped
parking is available.

* Dogs are welcome on the Arboretum grounds,
but not in the plant sale area.

* Please have your sales slip ready for review as
you leave. All purchased plants are to be
removed on departure unless you have made
other arrangements with staff,

——continued on page 2.
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quarterly forits members.

Ken Hotopp, President, Board of Trustees
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HORTICULTURIST'S CORNER

by Fred Breglia, Head of Horticulture and Operat
Here’s an educational horticultural quiz. Take it and see how much you know.
Answers are on page S.

8. What wood yields the most
BTUs of all wood when burned?

MANY THANKS

TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE AND
BUSINESSES FOR THEIR GENEROUS
Special thanks to Terry and Sharon
_Sta]ey. Good luck in your new home
in Cleveland, Ohio. The staffat
Landis will miss you.

9. What oak has the heaviest

Ken Hotopp for his skulls and 1. When is the best time to apply

bones. fertilizers for all plants?

Howard Stoner for his help with

machine maintenance.

15. When planting a new tree, it is
recommended to fertilize when
it is installed. True or false?

16. How tall is the tallest tree in the
United States?

17. The Landis Arboretum’s Great
Oak is estimated to be how old?

wood?

10. What is the largest circumfer-
ence of any conifer?

» How deep should mulch be
applied to plants?

Do

11. How many acres are there at

Ron Neadle for his help with equip- 3+ When is the best time to prune e b > Wh Landis Arbo
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C = our . .
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wonderful carpentry work. > d in mah b
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P season’s wood, such as lilac? what does the rule “mad horse” States?

Ba}rbara H‘unt‘ Jl_“!“h L(_’”’ “”"? B e e et s stand for and how does this 20. The typical climax forest for
Diane Jankowski for their contin- & P oo : :

: Hy T O L help with identification? our region consists of what
ued support in the Acorn Shop. ! ’ : . o>

B2 I extend? t3. When planting trees, it is rec- SpPECIEst
Don Orr and Jim Schlemmer for By ; 3 i :
N J ; d 6. What is the rallest of the eastern ommended to limit pruning to
making and donating products deciinons trees? dead and broken branches and
s

selecting a new leader. True or

made from the great oak (available
7. What is the tallest of the eastern
false?

for sale at the Acorn Shop).

Sonja Javarone, Susan Sagendorf,

and Sue Gutbezahl for their con- T P [
tinued help. Glbe fr@m the Acoris Sh@f
.
Susan Sagendorf, John Brust,
Lawson Harris, Jane Kirstel, The Acorn Gift Shop will open May 1. The hours
Judith Lott, Ann Bevins, & - are Monday-Friday, 9-4, Saturday 12-5,
g & | and Sunday 1-5 (during the Plant Sale).

Barbara and John Hunt,
David Buddle and Daniel Featured this year are fantastic animal

Branagh for all their help at
the Capital District Flower and
Garden Show. Your time and

~N

conifers?
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Thaskyeaodiotentir™ B ‘ - o . t=wa (above right) and clever ornaments made
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> R o ) Nealley tools and more from our

time to volunteering.
4 2 § X / l .
=<lll S e selection of gardening-related items.

Some new and popu- B ‘
lar items include polo and sweatshirts
with the Arboretums logo, and tees and do-rags with bugs,

frogs, scat, and animal track designs (above & right).
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ZT mkll. 6 6; ') and original art are also

The Arboretum thrives on the involvement of for sale. A 10%

volunteers. We are always looLing for volunteers. discount is a benefit
of membership.

If you want to volunteer, we have sometlxin g {or
you to do, somet}ling‘ rewnrcling and appreciated.
join a committee. Join the Arboretum fami]y
in service for all.
Contact the office by pllone—5 18-875-6935
. emai[__langis@miclte et for more mform%hon y
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WEL(;\Q\lr\M:embers

Sylvia Cosgrove

Bruce and Mona Harris
Elaine Holdridge
Charlie Goddard
Carolyn Kingston
Janet and Carl Sand
Arene Shako

Recent Breglia Memorial
Donor

Durward DeGroff
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C O L L E C Tl O N S N EWS by Fred Breglia, Head of Horticulture and Operations

pring is finally here. The yellow flowers of the
S blooming winter aconite make a great com-

plement to the white flowering snowdrops
and purple flowing scilla in the Van Loveland
Perennial garden. The Chinese witch-hazel, the first
of the woody plants to bloom, is another sure sign
that winter has passed. Soon the white blooms of
the shadblow serviceberry will light up our country
hillsides, followed by many apple, cherry, and pear
blossoms. The newly renovated ponds around the
Fewess=s oroundshave been completely filled
F ~ + with water during fall and winter

and the ice is melting with each

PICK-O

Members-Only Preview Party
Friday, May 14, 2004, 5-8pm

passing day.
The grounds are in the

midst of receiving their spring

l.lllllll-Iull’ltaeu&ﬁ(’lﬂs‘;&:«d‘-‘v&l#}ﬂﬂ.'&ﬂéﬁe&ﬁnQOBﬁaﬂl

The Preview Party
Is a Benefit of Membership
with the Landis Arboretum.
Nonmembers may attend if they purchase
a membership. This is your chance to get your
plants before the sale opens to the public. -
A complimentary buffet dinner
(served s5:30-7:30 p.m.) is included for the first *
150 members who register by Monday, May 10. ;
Tickets to attend the Preview Party
will be available through Friday, May 14.
The costis $15 per member.
Reservations are required.
Call 875-6935 to join the Arboretum

or make reservations.

SRANSPAPIDCIPOASERARDEENRERTRDEIES

Walck

Garden Design

Installation

& Maintenance
with Ecological
Emphasis

20 Dykeman Road
Delr{rm; NY 12054

(518) 439-8105

facelift. Gravel from all the snow-
plowing is being raked off the grass;
mulch is being applied to the per-
ennial gardens and the many
specimen trees in our collections.
Fertilizer is being applied to help
keep our plants growing strong.
The Spring Plant Sale is also
approaching rapidly. Work around
the Arboretum is a flurry of activity.
Welcome, Trina!
e Anew intern, Trina Bassoff, joined
us this spring and will continue
through the summer and fall. Trina
is working toward her bachelor of
* technology degree in wildlife man-
* agement from SUNY Cobleskill.
3 She will conduct wildlife surveys
and habitat studies at the
Arboretum and prune trees and shrubs during the
year. Trina and staff have been busy working on the
bluebird trail, cleaning the bluebird boxes and
doing repairs and replacements. A fresh coat of seal-
er has been applied to the outside of our boxes. New
nesting boxes have been added to our bluebird trail
to see which seem to work the best for attracting
bluebirds while discouraging use by other bird
species. For those of you with bird boxes, it is rec-
ommended you clean them out by the first week of
April. A program on attracting bluebirds to your
backyard is scheduled for June 5 from 9 am to noon
at the Arboretum.

Some exciting projects for 2004 are
planned; here are some highlights. The wet area just
off the trail to the Great Oak will be enhanced and
expanded. A new walk to allow visitors to get up to
the water and see a great diversity of wetland plants
that thrive in these areas will be engineered and
installed this year. Along with this walkway we will

reconstruct a raised dike along the southern side to
help hold more water.
More trees will be planted this spring, sum-

mer, and fall. Most of the species ordered will help
complete the Tough Trees for Tough Sites Collec-
tion, with some overlap with trees needed to com-
plete our Northeast Oak Collection. Once complet-
ed, the Tough Trees Collection will be the only one
in the United States where homeowners as well as
municipalities can see what trees are suitable for
planting in difficult growing locations. These trees
can tolerate a wide variety of harsh conditions, includ-
ing drought, wind, water, and the ability to tolerate
salt from walkways and roadways. The Tough Trees
and Northeast Oak collections are the top priorities
for Landis Arboretum and are planned to reach
completion during the 2004 and 2005 seasons.

The Northeast Oak Collection, which is
registered with the North American Plant
Collections Consortium (part of the American
Association of Botanic Gardens and Arboreta), has
given the Landis Arboretum national recognition.
The oak collection at Landis will also be featured
in Public Garden magazine in the near future. More
good news! I will also be speaking at this years
national conference for Botanic Gardens and
Arboreta in Dallas, Texas, on Landis’s Northeast
Oak Collection.

This year’s plant sale features oaks as one
of the major plant groups offered to the public. We
will have many species of Northeast oaks, from the
scarlet oak, which displays the brightest red fall
foliage of all oaks, to the mighty bur oak, which has
the roughest and most attractive bark of the
Northeast oaks. In addition to the many native
species, we will also be featuring English oak vari-

eties that have the greatest drought tolerance of the
entire oak genus.

What Kind of Tree Is That?

Other highlights that will dramatically add to the

visitor's experience include the labeling of all the

trees and shrubs on the woodland trail. With the

help of a grant we will purchase and install new

photo-metal signs to identify all the woody plants

on our woodland trail from the meeting house all

the way to the Great Oak and back to the green-

house facility. These new signs will identify the

plants by their common names, scientific names

and plant families to which they belong. Combined

with the new photo-metal interpretive signs we

installed last year, we will dramatically add to the

informal learning that visitors can gain from our site.
Here is my ending quotation to ponder:

“The purpose of the ancient, giant sequoia? To

provide shade for the tiny titmouse.”




by Sonja Javarone

Massive trunk,
2 . impressive crown, and
picturesque profile,
5 there is no doubt that this is
ﬁ a special tree. Native to south-
ern Canada and United States
east of the Rocky Mountains, bur oak
(Quercus macrocarpa) is also highly desir-
able for horticultural use. The tree sur-
vives where other oaks fail in the wild, in
urban areas, and in an array of soils.

This spectacular tree with the
fiddle-shaped leaves and large acorns with
the fringed cap is a must see, especially in
 the native ecosystem, the bur oak open-
ing, characteristic of the meeting of forest
and prairie in the north central United
States. Although rare in the East,
Connecticut lists it as an endangered
species; the range extends to the Rockies
where the tree is reduced to shrubby
scrub. In Manitoba, the long-lived tree has
revealed the past climatic history through
tree ring analysis. Extremely dry condi-
tions existed from 1670 to 1775 through-
out the North American prairies.

‘What more can we say? The tree
produces acorns in 10 to 35 years. It has
excellent timber characteristic of the white
oak species (those having rounded Iobes).
Bur oak is a large shade tree, 70 feet by 60
feet wide in urban conditions and larger in

Answers to Quiz on page 3.

1. Spring prior to bud break is the best
time to apply fertilizers for all

“ plants.

is white pine.

2.3 10 4inches of mulch should be
applied and never on the root flare,
3. Spring prior to bud breal is the best
time to prune plants that bloom on

Bur Oak

Quercus macrocarpa

trees.

7. The tallest of the eastern conifers

8. The wood of osage orange yields
the most BTUs of all wood,
followed by shagbark hickory.

9. Live oak has the heaviest wood.

10. 99 feetis the largest circumference

HIS MAJESTY—

its native habitat. It is
tolerant of acidic and
alkaline soils. It is best
propagated by seeds, hav-
ing a deep taproot that
makes transplanting difficult, or, when
available, in balled and burlapped form.
Spring planting is desirable. The large
leathery dark green leaves may reach 10
inches and are supported by a short stout
petiole. The male and female catkins are
ornamentally insignificant as they appear
in the spring. Twigs may be corky. The
bark is most unique having thick ridges
and very deep furrows. The bark is fire
resistant.

Bur oak, also known as mossy-
cup oak, is hardy in USDA Hardiness
Zones 3 to 8. Along with northern red oak
(Q. rubra)and northern pin oak (Q. ellip-
soidalis), bur oak has a most northerly
native distribution. Actually this is unique
as most oaks worldwide are tropical
species. Mexico and Central American
have the greatest number of oak species.

Temperate species of oak are also found in
Europe and Asia.

Native Americans made an
astringent from bur oak to treat a variety
of ailments. The large, sweet acorns can be
eaten boiled or raw. Birds and mammals
including our Landis turkeys eat the
acorns. Deer and cattle eat the foliage.
Raptors and squirrels nest in the large

structural pruning,

pression and are now being replaced
maple forests. Parks and natural areas in
the North Central states are protecting
and reestablishing the oak opening eco-
systems. These areas include associations
with black oak (Q. velutina)and prairie
species. The Nature Conservancy protects
28,000 acres of habitat and owns or man-
ages over 17,000 acres on 36 preserves
throughout Ohio. Bur oaks are the domi-
nant tree at the Arbor Day Farm near
Nebraska City. This is close to the center
of the species’ natural range. In Sioux City,
Iowa, is located the Council Oak made
famous by Lewis and Clark and Native
Americans holding council under the 150-
year-old tree. For the book readers among
you, read “Oak Opening” by James
Fenimore Cooper. It contains a great
description of the ecosystem.
Give it room and know the tree
you plant may live for hundreds of years.

14. True. When planting trees, itis
recommended to limit pruning to
dead and broken branches and
selectinga new leader. Tt s better
to wait one year before doing any

15. False, When planting a new tree, it

current season’s wood.

4. Immediately after flowering is the
best time to prune plants that bloom
on previous season’s wood.

5. Absorbing ot feeder roots on a
mature tree extend two to three
times past the spread of the canopy.

6. The tallest of the eastern deciduous
trees is the tulip tree; second rallest is

sycamore.

of any conifer, which is the giant
sequoia.

11. 200 acres.

12. Approximately cight miles of hik-

ing trails at Landis, rizae helps the root system estab-
13. “Mad horse” stands for maple, ash, lish itself.
dogwood, and horse chestnut, 16. The tallest tree in the United States
This is helpful with tree identifi- 15373 feetall. Itis a coastal red-
cation because all oppositely bud- wood in northern California.

ded trees are in the “mad horse”
group of trees.

is better to wait until the following
year before applying fertilizer.
However, it s always helpful to
add mychorrizae fungus when you
plant new trees, because mychor-

THANK YOU

TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS FOR
THEIR GENEROSITY.

Environmental Clearinghouse of
Schenectady

Glenbrook Farm, Viktoria Serafin
Gardener’s Workshop

Jean Sweet Interiors, Inc.
Keyserkill Studios, Inc. by

Tressa Vellozzi

Temper Corp, John Rode

17. The Landis Arboretum’s Great
Oakis estimated to be 400 years
old.

18. Landis Arboretum was officially
founded in 1951.

19. Black cherry is the tree species
often called mountain

by loggers first clearing
States.




Equipment Wish List

‘We are looking for the following items

HLIST

(or estimated doll; Amount to pur-
chase items). e
Equipment

* Bird feeders and seed

* Projector for PowerPoint
presentations

¢ Laptop computer

* Picnic tables and benches (s250)

¢ Professional climbing saw ($150)

* DR brush mower ($2500)

* Hardback rakes, shovels, loppers, and
mulch fork ($200)

* Trowels and other small gardening
tools

* Troy Buile hand cart

And always, the large tractor—

* A John Deere 790 (or machine of
equal quality) 4wd, 30hp, with
backhoe and loader ($20,000)

* 4wd pick-up truck

* set of air-driven impact tools to help
facilitate machine maintenance

Project Wish List

We are looking for volunteers familiar

with the following tasks (or equivalent

dollar amount to complete these

projects).

¢ Stone walls around the greenhouse
and walls around perennial garden
need rebuilding. (s800)

* Hand quilters for next year’s

Success at the 2004 Flower
and Garden Show

by Daniel Branagh

The March 2628 presence of the Landis
Arboretum at the 2004 Capital District Flower and
Garden Show at Hudson Valley Community
College was well received. Much interest was
shown in the spring plant sale. Contact was made
with hundreds of potential volunteers, new mem-
bers, and future visitors:

“I've been to the Arboretum and love it!”
“I've always wanted to go, can you give me
more information?”
“We're going to get there this year!”
were the most commonly heard comments.

Approximarely 13,000 people explored
the show’s 60,000 square feet of gardens, educa-
tional exhibits, floral designs, and retail and craft
booths. Landis volunteers report speaking with a
large number of those attendees. 120 people signed
up to be on the mailing list, and rush copies of the
plantsale flyer and the 2004 events calendar had
t be made due to the supply running out in the
middle of the second day. Interest was so h igh that
volunteers experienced a constant flow of people.

Landis’s presence was also felt in the
show’s lecture room. Fred Breglia, head of horticul-
ture and operations, made two presentations, one
on promoting plant health cthrough proper pruning
and another on new and unusual ornamental trees
for the landscape.

raffle quilc
Donations

* $1000 for a new entrance
sign

* $1000 (ea.) for printing new
and updated brochures

Education Wish
List

¢ Animal skins in good
condition

* Skulls and bones in good
condition

* Feathers and nests from wild

birds
* Insect collections

* Local rocks and fossils

¢ Tree identification books

* Leaf identification books
* White enamel pans

* Tall rubber boots
¢ Magnifying glasses
¢ Walkie-talkics

g T e
David Hasedl
Cabinetmaker

Authentic Shaker
J Reproduction Fumiture

518-283-0247
46 Edwards Road
Wynantskill, NY 12198

Landscape
Design/Build
GARDEN CENTER Interior
Ext, 2 Plantscaping
Garden Center
c 0 Greenhouses
Oﬂ J‘ Home Accents
NURSERY, INC, Collection

K} COTroy-Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 12| 10
Phone:518-785-6726 Fax; 518-785-0850
www.faddegons.com

Native Plants

- Edward Millet; Chair of Native Plant Subcommittee

The y_"ear 2003 was a good one. About 140 species
of native plants are growing along the Willow Pond
Trail fn locations according to plan. Almost all.the
plangs are protected against rabbit browsing with
chicken wire cylinders. Larger trees are now pro-
tected by black plastic cylinders, which provide
addirional protection against voles. A few of the
larger pine family specimens have been protected
with more substantial cages. One species, leather-
wood (Dirca palustris) seems to be a particular deer
favorite, and it has been planted in the anti-deer
enclosure on the west side of the road.

New Plants

Our new plants have been identified with labels
giving the common and scientific names. These
look very nice, are easily visible and we hope will
havea long life. The drainage of wet spots on the
trail has been greatly improved with additional
ditches and with more or larger drainpipes. One
troublesome trail section has been raised about

six inches. The raising of another trail section is
partially complete and is already much dryer.
Visitors

Several boranical groups have visited the trail and
give enthusiastic support to our efforts. A descrip-
tion of the native plant collection was published in
the newsletter of the New York Floral Association. .
Many bortanical educators are Arboretum members
or receive our publications. The nature center at
Thacher Park in Voorheesville and the new
Adirondack narural history museum in Tupper
Lake are seriously considering building bog
gardens along the line of our successful design.
Plans

Our plans for 2004 are to extend our native plant
collection with purchases and plant gifts from
membersand friends when we cannot locate
nursery sources. The plants that have died will be
replaced. The planc labeling will continue to
improve. The Willow Pond Trail will continue ro
be physically improved by raising the trail jn trou-
blesome places. An area for plants needing
well-drained soil will be created. The Publications
Committee is working on a willow pond erail
brochure thac lists plants and their location, A draft
version is available to visitors as a loan <opy to take
on the trail. We are starting to get feedback on the

effectiveness of this locator and will probably make
changes this year.

Congratulatiors

to Gloria Van Duyne and John Keeffe on the birth of
their firse child, John Francis Keeffe, Jack was born
on March 21and weighed in at 5Ibs., 11 0z.

¢ Environmental science tools

Gloria is expected back as executive director in July,
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Naumkeag House and Gardens
Tuesday, June 22, 8:30am-5:30pm
Naumkeag, in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, has
16 distinct gardens and garden features to
enjoy. A guided tour of the house begins at
10:30 and self-guided tours of the gardens can
be enjoyed the rest of the day.

The tour group leaves Wade Tours,
797 Burdeck Street, Rotterdam at 8:30 am. We
arrive at Naumkeag at 10 am. Bring a bag lunch
and refreshments. The bus departs at 4 pm and
arrives back at Wade Tours at 5:30 pm.
Registration and payment deadline is June 15.
Bus fare and admission: s55 members, $60 non-

members.
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Think ahead to June and July: We have
several gardens set for summer viewing.
Here are a few samples guaranteed to
delight everyone. Watch your mailbox for
information on more gardens and tours,
and call the office for more information.

King Garden

Sunday, July 11, 1-4 pm

Master Gardener Cindy King hosts a garden
tour that features daylilies, perennials, and a
woodland garden with paths and fields on 11
acres. She has been working on the property for
11 years. As a Master Forest Owner, Cindy has
been improving her woodlands, too. The
woodland garden, complete with a small
stream, will also be included on the tour for
guests who enjoy walking through fields and
on small hills (hiking shoes are recommended).
Select varieties of daylilies will be available for
sale, and there will be free informational
brochures from various sources.

Call the Arboretumn at 875-6935 for cost, location,
and reservations.

Schuiltz and Desmond Gardens: A Dual
Urban-Garden Tour in Downtown Albany
Sunday, July 25, 1-4 pm

The Landis Arboretum presents a pair of city
gardens for which you can park once and tour
twice. Neighbors Jason Schultz and Marilyn
Desmond open their backyards for us.

. The Schultz garden, on a small urban
lgt in Albany, packs an exciting variety for its
size. Owner Jason Schultz, a Iandscape design-
er, considers his garden's highlights to be the
20 species of native perennials, a collection of
liguarias and cimicifugas (hostas and ferns), a
set of ornamental grasses, and several sculp:
tures and stone works.

' The Desmond garden, a shore block
any, is described by owner Marilyn Desmond
as “a cottage garden gone amuck!” Her rajsed
bluestone beds were the answer to years of for-
mer qeglect and now the garden featuges a
s}u;re; ity bed consisting of shades of green, a
Z a?si:s g.arden., and Marilyn’s specialty: shasta

Call the Arboretum at 87 ,
A fous. 5-6935 for cost, location,





